
Tetra Tech 

Say It With Pictures: 

Training Kentucky Field Personnel 
on Construction Site Erosion and 

Sediment Control Techniques 
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What we found . . . 
• Some existing field guides are “too engineery” 

BMP drawings are too technical 
Information is too detailed 
Text is too dense for field personnel 

• ESC guides assume that field personnel know where BMPs 
should be placed . . . but do they really know? 

Silt fences should be installed below bare soil areas 
Concentrated flows should be intercepted/slowed where possible 
Small sediment traps: great for temporary protection; not used 

• Pictures of good/bad BMP installations are preferred 
• Simple color drawings of basic concepts and practices are 

easier to understand than detailed technical drawings 
• Regulatory and compliance information should be simplified, 

summarized, and moved to the back of the guide 
• Guide should fit into a pocket, be waterproof, and easy to 

browse for specific information. 

What the target audience liked 

Source: Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper Soil Watch Program 
(www.chattahoochee.org) 
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Site Report Card
 
From UCRK
 

Volunteer monitoring 
personnel review and 

evaluate BMPs 

Results reported to contractor 
and/or regulatory agency 
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“We want you to focus on the basics” 

• Rock-lined entrance/exit to paved road 
• Silt fences below bare soil areas 
• Bare areas mulched or seeded quickly 
• Blankets or mats on long, steep slopes 
• Ditches stabilized with grass, rock, mats 
• Curb inlet filters or ponding dams 
• Sediment traps/basins at downhill sites 

Technical advisory committee: 
putting it all together 

• Bruce Scott, KY Division of Water • 
• Tom Gabbard, KY Division of Water • 
• Joe Ferguson, KY Division of Water • 
• Jennifer Thompson, KY Div. of Conserv. • 
• Carolyn Hestand, KY Div. of Conservation • 
• David Waldner, KY Transportation Cabinet • 
• Stephen Bowling, KY Transportation Cabinet • 
• Ray Werkmeister, KY Transportation Center • 
• Kurt Mason, USDA NRCS • 
• Charles Farmer, USDA NRCS • 
•	 Mary Kathryn Dickerson, Boone, Kenton, 

Campbell Cons. Dist. • 
•	 David Uckotter, Lexington Fayette Urban Co. • 

Govt. • 
•	 Randy Stambaugh, Metropolitan Sewer 

District 

John Lyons, NKY Sanitation District # 1
 
James Kipp, KY Water Res. Research Inst.
 
Lindell Ormsbee, Tracy Farmer Ctr. for Env.
 
Laura Wagers, KY Association of Counties
 
Henry Duncan, UK Cooperative Ext. Svc.
 
Richard Warner, UK Cooperative Ext. Svc.
 
Judy Petersen, KY Waterways Alliance
 
Russ Barnett, KY Inst.for Sustainable Dev.
 
Michael Berthurem, KY League of Cities
 
Juva Sizemore Barber, Home Builders 

Association of Kentucky
 
Richard Walker, Tetra Tech
 
John Kosco, Tetra Tech
 
William Marshall, Tetra Tech
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What we came up with 

• 100 page, laminated KY ESC Field Guide 
• Lots of color pictures & simple drawings 
• Tables and summaries of technical info 
• Pocket-sized 
• Easy to use  
• $5 per copy 
• 15,000 printed 

(5 print runs) 

“Show them where things go”
 

• Conceptual  
drawing of BMP 
locations 

• Top-to-bottom 
overview of site 

• Chapter topics 
follow same order 
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Chapter 
headings from 
KY ESC Field 
Guide 

Note: Regulatory 
info moved to 
appendices 

Using graphics to convey info 
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Easy-to-understand drawings 
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Summarizing 
technical & other 
info with tables 

. . . and pictures . . . lots of pictures . . . 
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Lots of photos: examples & good, bad BMPs 
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Workshop series: 2003-2008 

• Hosted and promoted/advertised by local agencies 
Provided meeting room, snacks, projector, screen, registration 

• Morning classroom sessions 
Used photos & info from Field Guide 
Group exercise with large color photos 

• Afternoon field trip 
Local construction site 
Helpful tips for contractor 

• 52 workshops held 
• Total attendance ~2,500 
• 15,000 Field Guides distributed 
• Available from KY DOW 

at 502-564-3410 

Certificate for attendees 
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BMP Planning & Technical 
Specifications Manual: 2007 

• 240 pages; full color 
• Intro & background on 

construction site runoff 
• BMP planning section 
• Tech specs fact sheets 
• Sample drawings; std. notes 
• BMP plan template 
• Inspection forms 
• KY DOW regs & permit forms 
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Checklists for 
efficiency, 

standardization 
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Sample BMP 
Plan in KY 
Planning 
and Tech 

Specs 
Manual 

Made available as a 
MS Word file 
template for 

homebuilders & 
small-time 
contractors 
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Thanks to:
 
Kentucky Division of Water
 

Kentucky Division of Conservation
 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
 
Technical Advisory Committee
 

US EPA HQ and Region 4
 

21 


